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machine ; these matters might irk the housewifely mind of
his loving Krupskaya, but Lenin's whole soul and mind
were bent upon his struggle for the soul of international
Socialism.

He worked with that same untiring zest which later
was to achieve the miracle of bricks without straw in Soviet
Russia. His waking hours were filled with his efforts to
encourage his supporters inside and outside Russia, and
with literary work which aimed at the destruction of the
Second International and the building up of a Third, based
upon what to him was the true proletarian movement.

It was impossible to work at home. The courtyard of
the house in the Spiegelstrasse adjoined a sausage factory,
and its intolerable stench forced them to live with closed
windows. Lenin reverted to his old battle-ground of the
public library. (Had not the greater part of the plans for
the creation of the Bolshevik Party been conceived in the
peaceful atmosphere of the reading room of the British
Museum ?) Here in Zurich the library authorities exacted
a respectable appearance from their readers. Some of
Lenin's fellow Bolsheviks had been refused admittance on
account of their mud-spattered shabbiness, but he still
owned a decent coat and a pair of sound shoes, and the
haven was therefore open to him. Few frequenters of the
library took much notice of this bald little Russian with
his snub nose, and his big mouth and square chin covered
by his red moustache and short beard, who, day after day
from nine in the morning till six at night, laboured with the
fierce unquenchable zeal of the revolutionary. With a pen
dipped in vitriol he inveighed against the Majority Socialists
in both camps of belligerents, who, in allying themselves
with capitalist governments for the purpose of prosecuting
the war, had betrayed the proletariat to " Imperialism ".

At the Conferences of Zimmerwald (1915) and Kienthal
(1916) Lenin and his followers of the Left, a forceful
minority with a definite end in view, had castigated
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